
Special  
Investigations  
Division

Texas Department of Family  
and Protective Services

Special Investigations Division
4900 N. Lamar Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78751

Program Directors  
Contact information

DFPS  
Regions

Division  
Leadership
Tommy Ward
Director of Special Investigations

Marshall Davidson
Regional Director for regions 1, 2, 9, and 10

Sam Foster 
Regional Director for regions 3E, 4, and 5

Greg Eakens
Regional Director for regions 3W and 7

Jay Borton
Regional Director for regions 6A and 6B

Rob Vela
Regional Director for regions 8 and 11

	Region

	 1	 Ricky Mestas  . . . . . . . . . . .            (806) 204-1277

	 2	 Sherry Stone  . . . . . . . . . . .            (940) 233-2191

	3E	 Thomas Healy . . . . . . . . . .           (972) 345-3671
		  Jason Foutch . . . . . . . . . . .            (940) 205-8627
		  Rodney Bergeron  . . . . . .       (817) 271-4721
		  Kevin Southard  . . . . . . . .         (469) 563-8015

3W	 Chad Peabody  . . . . . . . . .          (817) 894-2434
		  Stacey Wychopen  . . . . . .       (469) 323-7485
		  Jennifer Gibson  . . . . . . . .         (254) 434-3973

	 4	 Kevin Pierce . . . . . . . . . . . .             (936) 332-7224

	 5	 Lachelle Rhoades  . . . . . .       (214) 674-7319

	6A	 Christine Swan . . . . . . . . .          (281) 435-9592
		  Johnnie Stewart . . . . . . . . (409) 504-6323
		  Joseph Prejean . . . . . . . . .          (832) 454-4650
		  Marian Reed  . . . . . . . . . . .            (832) 217-5712
		  Adrian Shepherd . . . . . . .        (936) 355-4159

	6B	 Phillip Pannell  . . . . . . . . .          (713) 689-4867
		  Anthony Clifton . . . . . . . .         (409) 504-5229

	 7	 Tom Yarrington  . . . . . . . .         (254) 220-1158
		  Aleida Jarvis  . . . . . . . . . . .            (979) 830-6111
		  Wayne Durham  . . . . . . . .         (512) 965-8584

	 8	 Andrea Turner . . . . . . . . . . (210) 213-2450
		  Robert Ruiz  . . . . . . . . . . . .             (210) 209-6428
		  Kevin Ficke . . . . . . . . . . . . .              (830) 216-0951

	 9	 Sherry Stone  . . . . . . . . . . .            (940) 233-2191

	10	 Jose Guerra  . . . . . . . . . . . .             (915) 471-1608

	11	 Clint Madsen . . . . . . . . . . .            (210) 461-2703
		  Eduardo Enriquez . . . . . .       (956) 802-6578



What we do 
A Special Investigator is a DFPS staff member 
with a law enforcement background and 
experience in criminal investigations. 

Special investigators offer advice on high-
profile or high-risk cases that may require joint 
investigation with law enforcement.

Special investigator duties may include:

  •  �Helping with complex 
investigations.

  •  �Using forensic investigation 
techniques.

  •  �School investigations.
  •  �Assisting with human trafficking 

investigations.
  •  �Responding to drug-endangered  

children cases.

  •  �Acting as department 
liaisons to local  
law enforcement agencies.

  •  �Searching for missing families and  
children in foster care using databases  
and other resources.

  •  �Submitting requests to the Department  
of Public Safety to place a missing family  
on the Child Safety Check Alert List.

  •  �Mentoring DFPS 
investigators and 
caseworkers, and training 
them on child abuse issues.

  •  �Participating on local boards and  
multi-disciplinary teams.

Qualifications
 Required:
  •  �Graduation from an accredited high school 

or equivalent.
  •  �Five years as a Peace Officer with two years as 

a Detective/Investigator assigned to property 
crimes and or crimes against persons.

  •  �TCOLE Intermediate License, Out of state 
Peace Officer license, or Military experience 
comparable to Texas Peace Officer.

  •  �Experience involving the use of forensic 
investigation skills is a must. Some training 
certifications may be substituted for 
two years of experience as a Detective/
Investigator.

Preferred:
  •  �TCOLE Advance or Master Peace Officer 

License or equivalent from an out of state 
law enforcement agency or the United  
States Military.  

  •  �Two years’ experience as a Detective/
Investigator investigating and working with 
multidisciplinary teams on the investigation 
of child abuse and neglect or other  
crimes against persons.

  •  �Sixty hours college credit from  
an accredited college  
or university.

Our agency mission
We promote safe and healthy families and 
protect children and vulnerable adults from 
abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

Special Investigators are an important part 
of our agency who work as a team to protect 
children, including children whose cases are 
high-profile or high-risk. They have a specialized 
set of skills in order to do their job.

A Special Investigator job is very challenging 
and can be stressful at times – but there  
are few jobs that offer more  
opportunities to learn new  
things about families,  
your community,  
and yourself. 


